SHABBAT HAGADOL 5780
RABBI BARUCH TAUB

1) GEMARA BRACHOT 39b

2202 "I any” — IRHYL ORD LYYIA 7Y 702 01D 7O3RY ,N092 0071 997 :XDD 27 NN,

This resolution is reinforced in a unique case, as Rav Pappa said: Everyone agrees that while
fulfilling the mitzva of eating matza on Passover, one places the piece inside the whole and
breaks. What is the reason? With regard to matza the phrase “Bread of affliction”
(Deuteronomy 16:3) is written, and the poor typically eat their bread in pieces. Therefore, eating
matza on Passover evening, the broken matza is also significant.
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Shmuel said that the phrase: “The bread of affliction [lehem oni]” (Deuteronomy 16:3) means
bread over which one answers [onim] matters, i.e., one recites the Haggadah over matza. That
was also taught in a baraita: Lehem oni is bread over which one answers many matters.
Alternatively, in the verse, “lehem oni” is actually written without a vav, which means a poor
person. Just as it is the manner of a poor person to eat a piece of bread, for lack of a whole
loaf, so too, here he should use a piece of matza.
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Afterwards, he recites the blessing, al netilat yadayim, and washes his hands a second time, for
he diverted his attention [from his hands] during the time he was reciting the Haggadah. He takes
two cakes [of matzah], divides one of them, places the broken half inside the whole [cake] and
recites the blessing, hamotzi lechem min ha'aretz. Why does he not recite a blessing on two
loaves, as on other festivals? because [Deuteronomy 16:3] states "the bread of poverty.” Just as a
poor man is accustomed to eating a broken [loaf], so, too, a broken loaf should be used.
Afterwards, he wraps matzah and maror together as one, dips it in charoset and recites the
blessing: Blessed are You, God, our Lord, King of the universe, who has sanctified us with His
commandments and commanded us regarding the eating of matzah and bitter herbs and eats



them. If he eats matzah separately and maror separately, he recites a blessing for the former in its
own right and the latter in its own right.
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Afterwards, one continues the meal, eating whatever one desires to eat and drinking whatever
one desires to drink. At its conclusion, one eats from the Paschal sacrifice, even [as small a
portion as] a n°r3, and does not taste anything afterwards. At present, one eats a n°roof matzah
and does not taste anything afterwards, so that, after the completion of the meal, the taste of the
meat of the Paschal sacrifice or the matzah will [remain] in one's mouth, for eating them is the
mitzvah
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[The following dialogue, one of many, is reported in the name of R. Yosi ben Halafta, one of the
Mishnah’s most prominent sages, and an unnamed Roman woman of rank.] Rabbi Yehudah bar
Simon began: "God returns the solitary ones homeward" (Psalms 58:7). A Roman Matron asked
Rabbi Yosi ben Halafta, "In how many days did God create the world?" He said, "In six, as it is
said, 'Since six days God made..." (Exodus 20:11) "And since then," she asked, "what has God
been doing?" "God sits [on the Heavenly Throne] and makes matches: the daughter of this one to
that one, the wife [i.e. widow] of this one to that one, the money of this one to that one,”
responded R. Yosi. "And for merely this you believe in Him!" she said. "Even | can do that. |
have many slaves, both male and female. In no time at all, I can match them for marriage.” R.
Yosi, "Though this may be an easy thing for you to do, for God it is as difficult as splitting the
Sea of Reeds."



21) SHEMOT CHAPTER 32

3737 NN QDR AW DAY DR 1T 17 7w Wi AR 0 NPAM A8 DR R 73mA0 OR 27 WK o) (0):

22) MIDRASH TANCHUMA

L0787 IREWI NAR L,ORIW? 072 K17 N2 WITPA N2 MINe12 whw (XY 03 0°727) 10982 °A7K 1 00022 71ave 1]
[M7wa] (MHW2) onny NYOW TMRY 2157 ,1RD 1AY 112 7791 ,IRD DRI L(27172 DARY) L2200 7 °197 17TAYWD NNXY
272 QRY N1 TN 7207 ,(7 22 MNY) DRIV TR TR 1R

TO ENTER INTO THE COVENANT WITH THE LORD YOUR GOD, EVEN
THROUGH HIS OATH. Three covenants did the Holy One make with Israel: one
when they came out of Egypt, one when they stood before Mount Sinai, and one
here.’Tanh., Deut. 8:3. But why did he make a covenant with them here? Because
they had revoked the one which he had made with them on Sinai, when they said
(of the Golden Calf in Exod. 32:4): THIS IS YOUR GOD, O ISRAEL.
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10 And He said: "Behold! I will form a covenant; in the presence of all your people, | will make
distinctions such as have not been created upon all the earth and among all the nations, and all
the people in whose midst you are shall see the work of the Lord how awe inspiring it is that
which I will perform with you.
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https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9895#v10

N2 n13 °31R 737, to be in your midst. “when the Jewish people were exiled to
Babylonia the presence of the Lord was “exiled” together with them, i.e.
accompanied them; when they were exiled to Eylam the same was true. Even when
they were exiled to Edom (by the Romans) this remained true.
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[WHICH MOSES SHOWED] BEFORE THE EYES OF ALL ISRAEL — This refers to the fact
that his heart inspired him to shatter the Tablets before their eyes, as it is said, (Deuteronomy
9:17) “And I broke them before your eyes” (Sifrei Devarim 357:45), and the opinion of the Holy
One, blessed be He, regarding this action agreed with his opinion, as it is stated that God said of
the Tablets, (Exodus 34:1) naaw wx"Which you have broken”, [which implies] "May your
strength be fitting (hw>; an expression of thanks and congratulation) because you have broken
them" (Yevamot 62a; Shabbat 87a).
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