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Making Sense of the Seder
I. Three Global Perspectives

A. Halachic: The Vehicle for the Performance of the Evening’s Mitzvot
1. Two Biblical Mitzvot: D'xn NX'¥' 1190 ,N¥N N7OX

2. Two Rabbinic Mitzvot: na'on ,Nni1oD YaIX

3. A Transformed Mitzva: 11NN

4. A Mitzva of Debated Origin: 77n

5. A Questionable Mitzva: nonn

B. Historical: The Recreation of a Powerful Moment

A' 719 NInY
D27 DY NAX DA% DY WU'R DN7 INP'1 DTN WTNY QWY K7 788 N1y 22 78 AT (a)
2V 1007 179K '9%7 W'X MWD NOONA N IR 2PN 11DWI RID NP71 NWN D' NN oyn' oxi ()
o
...IN7N D'TYN N1 D'YDN N DO7 D' MY |2 10T 0N nw (D)
NIN NOY [ITONA INK DN'7OXI DDTA 027711 07272 D2'7V1 DMIAN DDINN INKX 170XN NI ()
Ny
3 Speak to the entire assembly of Israel, saying: On the tenth day of this month they shall take
for themselves -every man- a lamb for his father’'s house, a lamb for the household; 4 and if the
household be too small for a lamb, then he and his neighbor who is near to his house take one
according to the number of the people; everyone according to what he eats shall be counted for
the lamb. 5 A lamb without blemish, a male of the first year shall be for you; you shall take it
from the sheep, or from the goats...
11 And thus shall you eat it: with your loins girded, your shoes on your feet, and your staff in
your hand; and you shall eat it in haste-a Pesach it is to Hashem.

e A Paradigmatic Korban: Shared Meal with the Divine
e Between 1nTand ninn, Liberty and Freedom
e A Nation’s Foundation: Family, Community, Personal Responsibility
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C. Experiential: The Ultimate Goal of the Seder
Why is the meal in the middle of the Seder?

Why is Hallel divided by the meal?

What are the Seder’s true goals?

Unit |. SETTING THE STAGE

Section 1 ¢ KADESH: The Recitation of Kiddush

Section 2 ¢ URCHATZ: The First Washing of Hands

Section 3 ¢ KARPAS: The Eating of a Vegetable Dipped in Salt Water
Section 4 ¢ YACHATZ: The Breaking of the Middle Matza

Unit Il. THE PAST

Section 5 ¢ MAGGID: The Retelling, Reexperiencing and Celebrating of the Exodus
Story and the Totality of Jewish History

Section 5a ® Maggid’s First Goal: Historical Awareness

Section 5b ® Maggid’s Second Goal: Historical Personalization/Participation
Section 5c ® Maggid’s Third Goal: Historical Perpetuation

Unit Ill. THE PRESENT

Section 6 ¢ RACHTZA: The Second Washing of Hands

Section 7 ¢« MOTZI MATZA: The Consumption of Matza

Section 8 ¢ MAROR: The Consumption of Bitter Herbs

Section 9 ¢ KORECH: The Consumption of a Sandwich of Matza and Maror
Section 10 ¢ SHULCHAN ORECH: The Seder Meal

Section 11 e TZAFUN: The Eating of the Afikomen

Section 12 ¢ BARECH: The Grace after Meals

Unit IV. THE FUTURE
Section 13 e HALLEL: Psalms of Praise
Section 14 e NIRTZA: The Conclusion of the Seder
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II. Three Staged Structure of Maggid

A. DAY2 D''oni N1 7'NNn: One opens with shame and closes with praise
N TINY TUP 9T 0'NOS Nd0N 731 TINTN
Nawa n"'onl NAA 7'NNn
7M1 ‘RN
12U DAY K [PRmuI] AR N 0172 NTIaY Ay 07NN Nk Q0

B. 071> nW19N 70 MmMA'y TV TV 'AN TAX 'MINNA YAITIE And one studies the passage
beginning with the words ‘An Aramean tried to destroy my father...’ until he finishes the
entire passage.
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C. I7x1 1NAIN "T' X¥' X7 092 17X DNAT NW7W N X7Y 70 1iIX ' 8™ a0

NO9S 11NNI N¥N NO9 |n: Rabban Gamliel was wont to say...
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Introductory passages

1. Ha lachma anya

1. A preliminary
invitation

2. Ma nishtana

2. Opening
questions

Maggid Stage | — Historical
Awareness

Mishnaic directive: Matchil
b’genut u’mesayeim
b’shevach (One opens with
shame and closes with
praise).

1. Avadim hayinu

1. The first answer
to the Ma nishtana

2. Ma’aseh b’Rebbi
Eliezer; Amar
Rebbe Eliezer ben
Azarya; Baruch
Hamakom-K 'neged
arba’a banim;
Yachol mei’rosh

chodesh

2. A major
digression;
consisting of a
series of halachic
asides quantifying
the mitzva of sippur
Yetziat Mitzraim

3. Mitchila ovdei
avoda zara hayu

3. The second
answer to the Ma

avoteinu nishtana

4. Baruch Shomer 4. Blessing,

havtachato perspective and
gratitude

5. V’hi she’amda 5. Closing

declaration
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Maggid Stage Il — Historical | 1. Tzei u’lemad 1. Shared Torah
Personalization/Participation study

Mishnaic directive: V'doresh
mei 'Arami oved avi ad
sheyigmor kol haparasha

kula (And one studies the 2. Dayenu 2. Perspective and
passage beginning with the gratitude

words ‘An Aramean tried to

destroy my father...’ until he

.. i 3. Al achat kama 3. Closin
finishes the entire passage). 9

v’kama declaration

Maggid Stage Il — Historical | 1. Rabban Gamliel | 1. Discussion of
Perpetuation haya omer three Seder symbols

Mishnaic directives:

Rabban Gamliel haya omer,
kol she’lo amar shelosha
devarim eilu b’Pesach lo
yatza yedei chovato (Rabban
Gamliel was wont to say:
Anyone who has not said
[spoken of] these words on
Pesach has not fulfilled his
obligation: Pesach [the
Paschal Lamb], matza
[unleavened bread], and
maror [bitter herbs]).
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B’chol dor va’dor chayav
adam lir ot et atzmo k’ilu hu
yatza mi’Mitzraim (In each
generation a person must see
himself as if he left the land

of Egypt).

L fichach anachnu chayavim
["hodot (Therefore we are
required to thank).

2. B’chol dor va ’dor

2. Closing
declaration

3. L fichach
anachnu chayavim
[’hodot

3. Expressions of
gratitude: the first
sections of Hallel




